Severe human poisoning with a flufenoxuron-containing insecticide: Report of a case with transient myocardial dysfunction and review of the literature.
Flufenoxuron (Cascade™) is a new benzoylurea insecticide. We describe a case of human poisoning with previously unreported cardiac complications and review other case reports in the literature. A 54-year-old stuporous man who had ingested a flufenoxuron-containing insecticide presented to the emergency department with severely unstable vital signs and lactic acidosis which continued to worsen over time. He was treated with gastric lavage and infusion of sodium bicarbonate, crystalloid, and dopamine. The patient was initially unresponsive, but recovered from shock after norepinephrine treatment. While electrocardiography showed no abnormal findings, cardiac enzymes remained elevated for several days. Initial echocardiography showed global left ventricular hypokinesia and a left ventricular ejection fraction of 40%, but echocardiography after 45 h showed normal results. On the sixth day, he was discharged after rejecting medical advice for further evaluation. Severe lactic acidosis, shock, elevation of cardiac enzymes, and global left ventricular hypokinesia can occur in human poisoning with flufenoxuron-containing insecticide, and norepinephrine is preferable for the management of shock.